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presumably means, which is the most accessible to change.
Given any other meaning, the question is both unanswerable
and unimportant.
To have some of its inhabitants professing one religion,
others another, is a situation which India has known for
millenia. At present, the numerical distribution is as
follows, according to the 1931 census1:
Hindus                238,699,922             70*6 % of total
Muslims                79,305,543             23*5
Christians               5,965,657               1*8
Sikhs                      4,324,864               1'3
Others                    9,874,646               2'9
Total     338,170,632           100
The figures for the 1941 census are inaccurate, because
in many provinces every effort was made by communalists
to falsify the numbers of their own community to as large a
figure as possible, for the sake of supposed political and
other advantage. An estimate for the present situation can
be made by noting that during the decade ending 1931, the
rate of increase for the entire population was 10*6 %; for
the Hindu community 10f4 % ; and for the Muslims 13*0 %.
Quite apart from inaccuracies, however, all such figures
need careful consideration if they are not to be misleading.
Under * Muslims ', for instance, they include zealously anti-
religious members of the Indian Communist Party, as well
as certain villagers steeped in peculiar superstitions and
practising a religion quite degraded and virtually indis-
tinguishable from neighbouring varieties of Hinduism. Also
included are the execrated Ahmadzs ; and, of course, both
Sunnls and SAi'is, who often enough (for the purposes of
riots and the like) are considered separate communities
each with an enthusiastic communalism of its own*
Every Indian Muslim had two parents, four grand-
parents, and (unless his father and mother were first
cousins) eight great-grandparents; perhaps sixteen ancestors
of the fourth generation back ; and anything up to several